
   

 Private Donald Macarthy 

 Donald Macarthy was born in the Parish of St Lawrence, Morden 

 c.1898.  He was the son of plumber, Thomas Macarthy and his  

 wife Jane, who lived at 7 Crown Cottages. Donald was the  

 second youngest in family of six children – three boys and three  

 girls.  By 1911, the family had moved to 10 Stanley Road, Morden 

 and Donald's two older brothers were working as milk carriers.   
 

 Having worked as a gardener, Donald was conscripted into  

 the army in October 1916.  He was then 18 years and 8 months  

 old.  By 1917 he was serving in France in the 112th Company of  

 the Machine Gun Corps (infantry).   
 

 Formed in Grantham, the 112th arrived in France on 4 March  

 1916, to join the 37th Division. As part of the 37th Brigade the  

 company was engaged in prolonged fighting in the Ypres salient  

 and Private Macarthy died on 28th July 1917, during the early  

 part of the Battle of Passchendaele.   
 

 Donald is commemorated on the Menin Gate in Belgium.  This is  

 one of four Flanders memorials commemorating servicemen with  

 no known grave. His older brother John is also commemorated on  

 the St Lawrence Church Memorial. 

 



  

  

 Private John Henry Macarthy 

 John was born in 1893.  One of six children, he was the second  

 son of Thomas and Jane Macarthy, of 7 Crown Cottages, Morden.     

 By the age of 17, John was working as a milk carrier and living  

 with his family at 10 Stanley Road, Morden.   
 

 Private Macarthy enlisted in the Army Reserve in January 1916.    

 His unit the 3/6th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment was mobilised  

 on 1 March 1916, having been formed in Wimbledon and  

 Kingston-upon-Thames in 1915.  Part of the Surrey Brigade, the  

 unit was attached to the Home Counties Division.   
 

 John was posted within the Home Counties on 7 March 1916. 

 At some point soon after this, he contracted cerebrospinal  

 Meningitis and died in a Brighton hospital on 11 April 1916.   

 He is buried at the Brighton City (Bear Road) Cemetery. 

 

 

 



   

 Private Moses Mansfield 

 Moses was born in Kirdford, Sussex c.1886.  By 1901, aged 15,  

 he was living with his parents, James and Harriet, at 4 Morden  

 Hall Farm Cottages.  His father was a farm carter and Moses   

 worked as a farm labourer.   
 

 Moses married Marie Greenway in Morden on 30 March 1907. 

 By 1911 they and their children Alice (3) and Lily (1) were living at  

 5 Crown Cottages, Crown Road, Morden.  Moses was now 

 working as a gardener. 
 

 He enlisted on 12 December 1915  - the army recruitment register  

 described him as a navvy, living at 18 Crown Road. On 13 

 September he was posted to the 4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion of  

 the East Surrey Regiment, stationed at Kingston-on-Thames.   
  

 Moses was later transferred to the 16th Battalion Lancashire  

 Fusiliers. Known as The 2nd Salford Pals, this battalion was  

 raised in Salford on 15 November 1914. In 1918 the men saw  

 action on the Somme, the Battles of the Hindenburg Line and the  

 final advance on Picardy. 
 

 Private Mansfield died of wounds on 3January 1918 and is buried  

 at the Mendingham Military Cemetery in the village of Proven, in  

 Western Flanders.  



   

 Sergeant Ernest John Mears. 

 Ernest was born in Morden c.1889.  By 1901 he, his two brothers  

 and two sisters were living at 1 Monmouth Villas, Morden, with  

 their father Edwin, a bricklayer. His mother was not shown at the  

 address in the 1901 census - its is not clear whether she had died  

 or was merely elsewhere at the time. 
 

 By 1911, aged 22, Ernest had already enlisted and was serving  

 as a Lance Corporal in the 1st Battalion, Highland Light Infantry.   

 It is not known where he served prior to the outbreak of war.  

 However records show that, by December 1914, the battalion had  

 landed at Marseilles bound for the Western Front.   
 

 Ernest’s unit saw action in a number of battles during 1915 and  

 he was promoted to the rank of Acting Company Quartermaster  

 Sergeant. 
 

 Ernest Mears was killed in action on 6 June 1915.  The exact  

 location where his body was found is given on the burial return at  

 the Rue-des-Berceaux Military Cemetery at Richebourg-L’Avoue.   

 His grave registration report is entitled ‘exhumation and reburial,’  

 suggesting that he may have been buried at a small local  

 cemetery in the area before his remains were transferred to the  

 main military. 



  

  

 Private Edgar George Marfleet. 

 Born in Bromley on 19 July 1898, Edgar was the son of gardener   

 George and his wife Caroline. The couple had nine children, two  

 of whom sadly died in infancy.   
 

 Edgar was baptised at Beckenham Parish Church and was a  

 pupil at Valley Elementary School.  By 1911 he was still living at   

 the family home in St. Martin’s Road, Bromley, where his father  

 now worked as a coachman.   
 

 After leaving school Edgar became a groom. He subsequently  

 moved to Wimbledon, where he enlisted in the 29th Royal  

 Fusiliers in February 1917. He was later posted to the 2nd  

 Battalion London Regiment and left for France in July that year.  
 

 Private Marfleet was reported missing, presumed dead, on 26 

 October 1917.  He is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial at  

 West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  

 

 

 

 


